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Fine Arts Department Course Catalog 
 
 
Television/Film  
Grades: 6-8 

Television/Film 
Teaching Artist: Mr. Juan Ponder 
 
Television/Film, led by a teaching artist, focuses on the inner-workings of the industry 
that is making a $2.9 billion-dollar impact in Georgia. This Media Arts course will help 
scholar artists to express their creativity in film, bringing their stories from the idea 
stage to storyboards to the screen. Budding filmmakers will gain hands-on experience 
with industry-level equipment, including “Final Cut Pro” video editing software, Canon 
cameras, and Apple computers. This course studies the electronic media from multiple 
perspectives, including its history, cultural impact, economics, production processes, 
content, social effects, diversity, and globalization. Each scholar artist will be 
introduced to the following skills: storytelling, oral presentations, and the creative 
process of pre-production, production, post-production, as well as collaborating with 
industry professionals on major projects. This course also features the technical and 
creative aspects of directing, camera work, editing, and lighting.  

 
Audio Visual/Broadcast (Journalism) 
Grades: 6-8  
Teaching Artist: Mr. Michael Morris 
 
Audio Visual/Broadcast (Journalism), led by an award-winning filmmaker with movies 
on Amazon, exposes scholars to the writing standards and operations of print, 
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broadcast, and online news media. It also teaches the fundamentals of public relations 
and advertising writing. Scholar artists will learn how to shoot and edit videotape and 
to prepare the content for television news reports. Scholars will also be exposed to 
photojournalism. Classes utilize industry-standard software and workflows as they are 
introduced to basic techniques and strategies for publishing, designing, and managing 
a website for a newspaper, magazine, television station, advertising agency, public 
relations firm, or media start-up. Other concepts that will be covered include audio 
production, audio recording, audio mixing, sound reinforcement, sound design, dialog 
editing, lighting, directing, producing, still or animated computer graphics, special 
effects, voice talent, on-camera talent, and production management.  

 
Music: Music Appreciation /Introduction to Piano/Chorus (Beginning & UAFA Premier 
Chorus) 
Grades: 6-8  

Teaching Artist: Mr. Jerel Jefferson 
Music Appreciation 
 
Music Appreciation is the Music Department’s first level-class. It is led by a teacher 
artist and a performer with a singing career. Scholar artists will explore various types of 
music through singing, playing an instrument, and group projects. The curriculum 
covers basic music theory, music industry, composition, American music genres, music 
history, and world music.  
 
 
Chorus (Beginning & UAFA Premier Chorus) 
 
Chorus has Level 2-3 classes. During each course, scholar artists will learn vocal and 
instrumental techniques, perform often at events, and discover what it means to be a 
part of an ensemble. The curriculum covers more advance music theory and provides 
an opportunity for our scholar artists to shine. They participate in a variety of choral and 
band performances and sing or play solos. 
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Introduction to Piano 
 
Introduction to Piano: Scholar artists will learn basic piano skills, including the five-
finger position, scales, progressions, and how to read music. Classes will also study 
basic music theory such as identifying notes, rhythm, and harmony. The course gives 
scholar artists life skills that will help them to be confident. They will learn to perform 
solos and ensemble music. 
 
 
Dance: All Genres 
Grades: 6-8 

Teaching Artist: Ms. Crystal DeVaughn 
 
The Dance course at UAFA incorporates art and academics to help scholar artists learn 
about the history of dance as they ballet, modern, hip-hop, jazz, tap, African movement 
and more. It is led by a professional dancer and choreographer. Participants will 
explore and expand their levels of dance, whether they are beginners or advanced 
dancers. Classes will participate in performances throughout the year, including the 
end-of-the-year recital, which is often choreographed by graduating scholar artists in 
the program. UAFA is the home of the national award-winning Eagle Squad Dance 
Team, a competitive squad that has performed in several dance championships, 
gaining recognition for their creativity and choreography. The Eagle Squad has also 
danced at special events across the metro Atlanta area, including during halftime at 
professional sports events such as Atlanta Hawks’ home games. 
 
 
Physical Education/Health 
Grades: 6-8  

Teaching Artist: Mr. Raymond Harris 
 
Physical Education/Health gives scholar artists some insight into the behavioral, 
cultural, social, legal, scientific, and educational foundations of health education. 
In addition, it promotes mental, social, and physical wellness. Activities include team 
and individual games, as well as fitness training/testing. The principles of exercise and 
movement skills will also be discussed.  
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Theatre 
Grades: 6-8 

Teaching Artist: Ms. Tonia Jackson 
 
The Theatre course, led by an award-winning television and stage actress, helps 
scholar artists to explore the acting business by teaching them industry techniques. 
Budding actors will learn improvisation techniques, acting for theatre, television, and 
film, and take leadership roles as writers, stage managers, and directors. They will hone 
their craft as they perform monologues, presentations, audition for musicals, and 
participate in school performances. Additionally, this class will focus on scene work, 
body movement, as well as ensemble work. Voice and speech work are also an 
important part of this course. Scholar artists study voice projection, articulation, vocal 
quality, and enunciation. In addition, classes will learn about the various careers 
available for them to pursue, from performing center stage to working backstage or in 
corporate offices. 
 
 
Computer Coding 
 Grades: 7-8  

Teaching Artist: Mr. Thomas Pickens 
 
Computer Coding focuses on computer science, music technology, web development, 
and game design. Scholar artists will use EarSketch and the Code.Org curriculum to 
create and remix music in the same digital audio workstation (DAW) that music 
professionals use. Classes will learn music technology concepts such as rhythm, form, 
effects, and multi-track editing. They will also study computer science concepts such as 
variables, functions, lists, loops, and conditionals. Throughout the course, scholars will 
be taught how to write code and create apps and web designs, as well as to develop 
games for mobile devices. 
 
 
2-D Animation 
 
This new class will teach scholars how to create 2-D animation for games, and 
eventually, come to understand how those skills could be used for careers in film and 
television 
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Visual Arts 
Grades: 6-8  
Teaching Artist: Ms. Shiterria Harris 
 
Visual Arts will teach scholar artists technique and art history. They will be taught how 
to identify the elements of art and examine the principles of design. Throughout this 
course, scholars will create art in multiple mediums and learn how to critique art and 
design. 
 
 

 
  


